Noun clauses

Noun clauses are subordinate clauses which generally follow the main clause and are linked to it by one of the following conjunctions:

Question words: The police don’t know when this happened.

if or whether: I don’t know whether I want to go out.

that: They believe that they are right.

These clauses are known as noun clauses because they can often take the place of nouns (or noun phrases) in a sentence.
That clauses:

We often use that clauses after adjectives and nouns which express:

· feelings, e.g. angry, disappointed (adjectives); feeling, sensation (nouns).

· metal states, e.g. convinced, determined (adjectives); conviction, hunch, idea (nouns).

· necessity, e.g. crucial, essential (adjectives); importance, necessity (nouns).

· some aspect of possibility, fact or truth, e.g. likely, probable, certain, sure, true (adjectives); possibility, certainty, fact (nouns).

We also use them after verbs which:

· express feeling, e.g. feel, sense.

· express mental states, e.g. believe, learn, think.

· we use to report what someone says or writes, e.g. mention, say, tell.

Adjectives: I’m pleased that you were able to come.

Nouns: I had a question that you may answer.

Verbs: They insist that she should come for the party.

Sentence position:

Although they usually follow the main clause, a noun clause can form part of the main clause, acting as the subject or complement of a verb.

Whether she comes needn’t be a problem to us.

That college students should wear uniforms bother many parents as well.

Exercise:

· Identifying noun clauses:

1. Do you know where he is?

2. I can’ believe he said that!

3. She didn’t know if he was coming.

4. She would meet him if he was coming.

5. I’d like you to prepare me something that is typical of your country.

Answer key:

1，2，3 

4-conditional clause, 5-relative clause

· Read the following extracts and answer the questions that follow. 

1. Extract from a book describing a journey around Britain using public transport:

I was mildly astounded to discover that many substantial communities had no rail services at all-Marlborough, Devizes and Amesbury to name but three.

Underline the noun clause in the text, then identify the conjunction in it and the verb it follows. Make at least three new sentences of your own.

2. From an interview in which someone talks about the singer Peter Pears:

That he was a great man, and in a way a great human being, is beyond doubt, but he had foibles like all of us.

Identify the noun clause in the text, and rewrite it. Insert that if necessary.

Answer key:

1. that many substantial communities had no rail services at all: this follows the verb discover.

2. That he was a great man: beyond doubt functions like an adjective. 

Paraphrase: It is beyond doubt that... Here the noun clause is fronted. The following is also an implied noun clause: [that he was] a great human being.

